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that region is delightful, and the inhabitants are of
enlightened minds, and refined in their manners. My
father (who was the king of that country), in order to
teach me the rules and lessons of government, made
choice of very wise tutors in every art and science,
and placed them over me for my instruction from, my
infancy. So, having received complete instruction in
every kind [of knowledge], I am now learned. With
the favour of God, in my fourteenth year I had learned
every science, polite conversation, and polished man-
ners ; and I had acquired all that is fit and requisite
for kings to know; moreover, my inclinations night and
day, led nie to associate with the learned, and hear the
histories of every country, and of ambitious princes and
men of renown.

One day, a learned companion, who was well versed
in history, and had seen [a great deal of] the world,
said to me, " That though there is no reliance on the
life of man, yet such excellent qualities are often found
in him, that owing to them, the name of some men
will be handed down with praise on people's tongues
to the day of judgment/' I begged of him to relate
circumstantially a few instances on that score, that I
might hear them, and endeavour to act accordingly.
Then that person began to relate as follows, some of
the adventures of Hdtim, Tal. " That there lived in
the time of Hdtim, a king of Arabia, named Naufcd,
who bore great enmity towards Hdtim, on account of
his renown, and having assembled many troops, he
went up to give him battle. Hdtim was a God-fearing
and good man; he thus conceived, that, ' If I likewise
prepare for battle, then the creatures of God will be